PREFACE
THE object of the publication of this outline is to
convey to the reader a general impression of the
case for Edward de Vere, the Seventeenth Earl of
Oxford, as "Shakespeare"; and thus influence
him towards a study of the problem as dealt with
in one or other of the works dealing fully with the
subject (Appendix A)*
I owe my acknowledgments to the authors
whose views I have freely quoted, with the above
object; and my grateful thanks for valued advice
to Colonel B. R. Ward, C.M.G., Captain B. M,
Ward, and my friend, Doctor Cecil Reddie,
The Second Edition
My sincere thanks are again due to Captain
B* M. Ward for invaluable advice; and also to
Canon G. W. Rendall for his comprehensive
"Foreword" and helpful revision.
This Edition is published as the result of further
research by Members of "the Fellowship."
The principal additions are: (i) the "Welbeck"
and "Ashbourne" portraits, already published by
Mr. R Allen. (2) Further evidence regarding the
chronology of the Plays, and the composition of
the later Plays, which appeared after 1604*
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